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HOW I USE SOCIAL MEDIA

• Teaching & Learning 

• Networking

• Patient Advocacy

• Research

• Communication
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Metastatic lung 

cancer (small cell 

carcinoma) in skin
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Nerve sheath myxoma







WIDELY SHARE YOUR PUBLICATIONS
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6,000+ views in 24 hours!



BUT I ALREADY USE FACEBOOK. 

WHY SHOULD I USE TWITTER?  

• Over 6000 pathologists on Twitter

• Instant connection to amazing global pathology community

• Regardless of where you practice

• Regardless of your academic rank/fame 

• Meet awesome people you would never have met in real life
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#MOTTIRL

(MET ON 

TWITTER 

THEN IN 

REAL LIFE)
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#MOTTIRL

(MET ON TWITTER THEN IN REAL LIFE)

Tweet up at USCAP 18 



Tweet up at USCAP 19 
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RESEARCH COLLABORATIONS



• 24 pathologists

• 5 countries

• 100% because 

of Twitter! 

AJSP 2019



FACEBOOK DISCUSSION GROUPS

I created both groups in 2013

Now: 30,000+ & 20,000+ 

members

Numerous teaching cases
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United States     Saudi Arabia      Tunisia       Brazil       India
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#pathjc (Twitter pathology journal club)
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Pics: wikipedia



#dermpathjc (Twitter dermatopathology journal club)
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My pathology videos are viewed 24/7/365

I’m teaching constantly, even when I’m sleeping!
@JMGardnerMD

5288 views in last 48 hours







“What’s a pathologist?”  

“Are pathologists even real doctors?” 

“But you only do autopsies, right?” 
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Recognition by Traditional Media
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Patient 

Advocacy



5 DFSP patient co-authors helped design study!





THE PATHOLOGIST’S POSTS HELPED ME 
UNDERSTAND MY DISEASE.
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OVERALL, HAVING A PATHOLOGIST INVOLVED IN 
THIS GROUP IS A GOOD THING.
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SURVEY (2016)
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• Surveyed my followers for feedback re: my social media teaching

• (I actually included results in my application packet for promotion to 

Associate Professor with tenure)
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1110 responses from 85 countries in 4.5 days
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99%
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FREE-TEXT COMMENTS

• 1000 respondents left comments

In your own words, how do you feel about Dr. 

Gardner and the way he is using social media 

for pathology and medical purposes? 
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“Frankly, what Dr. Gardner is doing is the vanguard 

of medicine. This is the future and [the University] 

would do well to be a leader in its embrace.”

“I am a Professor of Pathology at a large tertiary 

academic center and strongly feel that Dr. 

Gardner has helped foster a vibrant online 

community of Pathology residents, fellows, and 

faculty that did not exist previously.” 

“I wish I had a professor like him! I could even 

state he is the professor from which I learn the 

most, although he doesn't even live in my own 

country!” 

FREE-TEXT COMMENTS (N=1000)

• I've used one of your posts to make a 

diagnosis! (I'm an internist)

“He is awesome!!!  I'm so glad he has interest in 

DFSP (a rare cancer), I feel he is the voice for our 

disease.” – DFSP patient

“I've used one of your posts to make a 

diagnosis! (I'm an internist)”



Impact is more important than metrics
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89% of doctors agreed 

that my social media 

posts helped them 

care for REAL LIFE 

patients (n=681/762)
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Whatever we are trying to accomplish in our careers…

Social media can help us do it bigger, better, faster.









SUMMARY

• It is legally (at least in USA & UK) and ethically OK 
to share deidentified gross or microscopic 
pathology pics

• No legal action taken against anyone for sharing 
deidentified medical pics for educational purposes 
to our knowledge

• But you do need to know and respect your 
employer’s rules
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